The History of The Cross Keys
It is known that a tavern called The Cross Keys has existed on the site at the top of Byard Lane for at least two hundred years but probably much longer.

The first mention of The Cross Keys in is in The Poor Rate Book in 1799 and states that one John Levers, Victualler ("Cross Keys") is a resident of “Blowbladder Street” to the north of the tavern. Always a landmark pub it is situated in the richly historic Weekday Cross area of Nottingham that was the original market place for Nottingham and the centre of the city’s council, police and law courts from the fourteenth to late nineteenth century. The early building had to be torn down due to the railway tunnel being built below. During the work the cellar fell into the tunnel and the workers took full advantage of this spending the weekend drinking most of the contents before being found on Monday morning!

There is another mention of the pub in “A Guide To Old Nottingham” written by Harry Gill in 1917:
“just beyond, the end of Byard Lane is passed. A few years ago an old inn, the Cross-Keys, (now rebuilt), stood at the top of this lane, on the walls whereof was painted the legend, "Home brewed ales sold by the yard." The beverage (about a gallon) was served in a tumbler three feet long, so made that the contents were liable to flow all over the face of the unwary customer, whereat the spectators laughed hugely."
The current building is thought to be mid/late Victorian and the architecture and décor would certainly back that up. During the 20th Century The Cross keys carried on as a popular city centre watering hole and only in recent times, as style bars boomed and pub popularity waned was it painted a hideous yellow and renamed “CK’s”. Thankfully, it is now back to its very old self.
The prints on the walls are all from photographs taken in Nottingham by local photographer Stephen Wright. The painting to the right of the fireplace is entitled “Byron Clough” by Nottingham artist Rikki Marr. It is based on a famous portrait of local warrior, poet and hell-raiser Lord Byron combined with images taken during the early years of Cloughie’s victorious reign at Forest. The painting is for sale priced £650; canvass only reproductions are £500. To see more of Rikki’s work go to: www.rikkimarr.com
Welcome to The Cross Keys
Breakfast Menu served everyday between 9am and 12noon
	
	Full English
Local award-winning sausages, back bacon, black pudding, free range fried egg, grilled tomato, baked beans, mushrooms, hash brown and buttered toast
	£6.95

	(v)
	Vegetarian Breakfast
Veggie sausage, free range fried eggs, grilled tomato, baked beans, mushrooms, hash brown and buttered toast
	£ 6.50



	
	Eggs Benedict
Toasted English muffin, poached free range eggs, back bacon and hollandaise sauce
	£5.95

	
	Eggs Royale
Toasted English muffin, poached free range eggs, smoked salmon and hollandaise sauce
	£6.50

	(v)
	Scrambled Eggs and Mushroom served on a warm ciabatta
	£3.95

	
	Local award-winning sausage or back bacon  
Served in a toasted ciabatta

With free range fried egg
	£2.95

add £1

	(v)
	Toasted bloomer with jams or marmalade
	£2.20

	
	Cross Keys Breakfast Club
Choose 2 small plates with a hot drink of your choice for £6.95
	

	
	
	Small / regular

	(v)
	Nut Crushed French Toast
With maple syrup and blueberries
	£3.25 / £5.95

	
	Bacon Omelette Roll with salsa
	£3.25 / £5.50

	
	Cheesy Egg in a bowl 
With smoked salmon and cream cheese baked in a roll
	£3.00 / £5.95

	
	Wholemeal bagel with cream cheese, satsuma and blueberries
	£3.25 / £5.50

	
	Mexican Brunch Bake
Yellow peppers, chorizo, tomato and egg with sour dough and guacamole
	£3.50 / £6.50

	
	Savoury Muffin with halloumi and rocket
	£3.00 / £5.50


Sandwiches served from 12noon
All served with homemade red 'slaw and side salad

Add rustic chips for £1.50
	
	Cross Keys Club
Chicken, bacon, lettuce, tomato, cheddar, mayo and a fried egg in a toasted ciabatta
	£6.95

	
	Cider & BBQ Pulled Pork
With apple crisps in a ciabatta
Beer Pairing: perfect with NavBrew American Saviour IPA
	£ 6.50



	
	Cross Keys Croque Madam
Welsh rarebit with grilled courgette, fried egg and rocket

Add back bacon
Beer Pairing: perfect with Navigation New Dawn Pale Ale
	£5.95

£1.00

	(v)
	Goats Cheese and Roasted Red Pepper
With olives on a wholemeal bagel
	£5.95

	
	Tempura Prawns, Coconut and Cucumber 
In a toasted pitta
	£6.95


Light Bites served from 12noon
	
	Bowl of Soup – homemade with a chunk of bread
	£3.95

	(v)
	Goats Cheese and Beetroot Spring Rolls with salsa rossa
	£5.50

	
	Jack Daniels Chicken Skewers 
With Cross Keys BBQ sauce and side salad
	£5.95

	
	4oz Beef Steak
In a ciabatta with crumbled stilton, salsa rossa, salad and fries
	£6.95

	
	Cross Keys House Salad 
Mixed leaves, giant cous-cous, butternut squash, sugar snap peas, rainbow radishes and a glug of house dressing

Add chicken or goats cheese
	£6.95

£1.00


Omelettes served all day
3 free range egg omelette served with homemade red 'slaw and 

dressed house salad





            
	
	Add rustic chips for £1.50
	

	
	Choose from: Cheddar and Onion (v), Spanish (v), Bacon and Tomato or
Prawn and Thai Salad (95p supplement)
	£5.50


Sunday Best

From 12noon until 8pm

1 course £9.95 | 2 courses £12.95 | 3 courses £14.95

Enjoy our “Sunday Best” at The Cross Keys.

Take time and relax then choose from our best menu. 
We have selected oven roast chicken breast, succulent prime beef and pork loin for you to decide which takes your fancy.

Traditionally served with all the trimmings and lashings of homemade gravy.

We recommend that your book for our Sunday Best in advance as it's very popular.

Weekend Dining Menu

Friday & Saturday 5 - 9pm

1 course £9.95 | 2 courses £12.95 | 3 courses £14.95
Book a table either in our bar or upstairs dining room to enjoy our set menu of Chef's Specials every Friday and Saturday night from 5pm.

Booking is advised.

Prosecco 

Monday to Friday 5 – 9pm

Join us from 5pm to enjoy a bottle of Prosecco 

or Prosecco Rosé for just £15

Weekly Special Evenings
Pie Night
Available every Monday from 5pm
Pie and a drink £7.95
All served with rustic chips or mashed potato, mushy peas and lashings of gravy
Our chef's specially selected homemade pies – ask a member of the team for this week's choices
Steak Night
Every Thursday from 5pm
Selected steak dishes and a drink for £7.75
Rump Steak (£1 supplement), Pork Ribeye Steak or Chicken Breast
with either peppercorn sauce, mustard and blue cheese sauce or homemade gravy.

All served with rustic chips, garden peas, mushrooms and grilled tomato
Salmon fillet – with hollandaise sauce and chopped chives
Steak Burger – sliced steak with cheddar or crumbled stilton with rustic chips
Steak and Ale Pie – braised steak in a rich onion and Twisted Genius stout gravy, encased in shortcrust pastry and a choice of mash or rustic chips and garden peas
Steak Sandwich – in a ciabatta with crumbled stilton, salsa rossa, salad and fries
Drinks included in both offers: Navigation New Dawn Pale, Britannia or Golden Anchor, American Saviour IPA, Ghost Rider, Twisted Genius, English Rebel Pilsner

Wines – 125ml of house white, red or rose

Soft Drinks – half pint of coke, diet coke, lemonade or orange juice
Subject to availability.

Offers may not be used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. GNI reserves the right to refuse entry and/or service at any time. Offers may be withdrawn at any time at the discretion of the management.
Main Meals served 12noon until 9pm
	
	Fish and Chips – Beer battered fillet of cod served with Goose Fair mushy peas, tartare sauce and rustic chips

Add bread and butter for £1
Beer pairing: perfect with Navigation New Dawn Pale
	£8.95



	(v)

	Aubergine, Red Pepper, Ricotta and Courgette Wrap - With sweet potato fritters and rocket
	£7.95



	
	Pan-fried Seabass with Coconut Rice - With crispy prawns and Thai salad
	£12.95

	
	Venison Steak - With sautéed potatoes and a Twisted Genius stout and chocolate jus
	£13.95

	
	Chicken Breast with Black Pudding - With white cabbage, bacon and cider sauce
Beer pairing: perfect with NavBrew English Rebel Pilsner
	£9.95

	
	Beetroot Crusted Salmon - With a sundried tomato risotto and pea shoots
	£10.95

	
	Beef Bourguignon Pie - Encased with shortcrust pastry, served with mashed potato and gravy
Beer Pairing: Perfect with Navigation Britannia
	£9.95

	
	8oz Rump Steak - With Viceroy IPA fondant potato, onion rings and sauce choron
	£12.95


Burgers served 12noon until 9pm
All our burgers are homemade and are served with rustic chips or potato wedges, side salad and relish
	
	Cheese Burger - Beef burger with melted cheese in a toasted brioche

Add bacon
	£8.95

£1.00

	
	The Cross Keys Burger - Beef burger topped with cider and BBQ pulled pork and fried egg in a ciabatta
Beer pairing: perfect with Navigation Apus IPA
	£10.95

	
	Lamb and Rosemary Burger - With a healthy dollop of beetroot ketchup, crispy bacon and melted brie in a ciabatta
	£10.95

	
	Chicken Burger -  With pastrami, pickled gherkin, mustard relish and red cabbage on sourdough
	£10.95

	(v)
	Cross Keys Veggie Burger - Mixed bean and vegetables in panko breadcrumbs with salsa rosso and melted mozzarella in toasted brioche 
	£6.95




Desserts served from 12noon until 9pm
	
	Snicker Creme Brulée
With peanut butter cookie

	£5.50

	
	Warm Beetroot Treacle Treat 
With caramel sauce and ginger ice cream

	£5.50

	
	Chocolate Panna Cotta 

With a chilled cappuccino


	£5.50

	
	Raspberry Mousse 

With hazelnut biscott

	£5.50

	
	Cheeseboard 

Brie, Cropwell Bishop stilton, Cheddar, homemade chutney, apple and crackers 

	£6.95




Bar Snacks served all day
	
	Homemade Sausage Roll
With local award-winning Owen Taylor's sausage meat

	£2.50

	
	Cross Keys Pork Pie 

	£2.50

	
	Homemade Notts Egg 

Award-winning Owen Taylor's sausage meat and free range egg


	£2.00


Hot Drinks

	
	Coffee Selection
For decaf or cream, add 10p
	

	
	Americano
	£2.00

	
	Café Latte
	£2.20

	
	Mocha
	£2.30

	
	Espresso
	£1.70

	
	Double Espresso
	£2.00

	
	Cappuccino
	£2.20

	
	Macchiato
	£2.10

	
	Babyccinno (frothy milk)
	£1.30

	
	
	

	
	Add a shot for a liqueur coffee:
	

	
	Tia Maria, Amaretto, Bells or Baileys
	£3.85

	
	
	

	
	Selection of loose leaf teas
	

	
	English breakfast/full leaf
	£2.00

	
	Rooibus (caffeine free)
	£2.20

	
	Green Tea (Chin Mee)
	£2.20

	
	Mint
	£2.20

	
	Mixed Berries
	£2.20

	
	Chamomile
	£2.20

	
	Lemon
	£2.20

	
	Earl Grey & Darjeeling mix
	£2.20

	
	
	

	
	Hot Chocolate
Large mug of speciality hot chocolate with marshmallows
	£2.20


